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The Section for Women in Public Administration (SWPA) honors the achievements of 

women in public administration and encourages the professional development of 

women teaching in the field and practicing as public administrators.

Annual Members Meeting Minutes

March 9, 2008

8:30 – 9:30 a.m.

Fairmont Hotel, Gold Room

I. Welcome and Introduction of SWPA Officer and Board Nominees, Scholarship Award Recipients: 

Officers:  Becky Schergens (Chair), Pat Shields (Incoming Chair), Eileen Larence (Treasurer -absent), Dianna Noli Hill (Secretary), Board Members: Donna Handley (absent), Claire Felbinger (Past Chair), Jerri Killian, Dara Baldwin, Suzanne Discenza (absent), Pat Alt,  Phin Xaypangna,    Scholarship Recipients: Shinika McKiever, Gail Nehls, and Melanie Helser.  

Incoming Board Members: Roselyn Alic-Batson , Barbara Lewkowitz, Sherri Greenberg, and Yahong Zhong .

Becky Schergens mentioned that Denise Wells, previously nominated Vice Chair, stepped down for personal reasons.  

II. Introductions of Guests:  

Pat introduced Harvey White, ASPA President.  Harvey thanked the section and congratulated the scholarship recipients.  He acknowledged there is still a “glass ceiling” and commended SWPA for not limiting their support to women or gender.  SWPA has continuously pushed forward with new leadership and has created different dynamics which adds value to Public Service.  Harvey said he could not imagine an ASPA without SWPA.

Becky mentioned the Women’s History Museum has a memorial commemorating the men who supported the women seeking equality.  Becky thanked two men who have been long time supporters of SWPA; Jack Kinsey and Warren Barclay.

III. Approval of Mid-Year Minutes and Finance Report 

Kathy Hensley moved and Jerri Killian seconded the approval of September 15, 2007 minutes.  Minutes were approved and will be available on the website.  The Finance Report is available online @ www.swpanet.org.  Janet Flug was acknowledged for her tremendous effort in auditing the books.

IV. SWPA Participation at the ASPA Conference 

Phin Xaypangna, SWPA Conference Chair of the National Conference reviewed the events planned including the Awards Breakfast on Monday at 7:30 a.m.  Frances Garcia, the Inspector General of the U.S Government Accountability Office (GAO) will be delivering the keynote address. Phin reminded the audience to visit the SWPA booth in the Exhibit Area. 
V. SWPA Action Agenda 2007-2009 – Annual Report for 2007-2008 

Becky Schergens recognized the 16% increase in SWPA membership since 2006. The reports can be obtained online @ www.swpanet.org and were previously published in Bridging the Gap (BTG). 

VI.   SWPA Slate of Officers and Board – Official Voting

The following slate of nominations were presented: Chair – Pat Shields, Vice Chair – Donna Handley, Past Chair – Becky Schergens, Secretary – Dianna Noli Hill, Treasurer – Eileen Larence, Board Members: Phin Xaypangna, Roselyn Alic-Batson, Barbara Lewkowitz, Sherri Greenberg, and Yahong Zhong.  No further nominations were made from the floor.  Kathy Hensley moved to accept the slate of nominations by acclamation. Jerri Killian seconded the motion. Motion passed by acclamation.  

VII. Transitions Roundtable – Continuation of Discussion 

J
Jerri Killian, Co-chair of the Professional Development Committee led the discussion. Twenty-five people attended the workshop.  Two years in the making, it was a valuable two-hour session on the priority focus of the SWPA membership.  “What Can SWPA Bring to You” was the address on Professional Development. Three articles have been published in Bridging the Gap (BTG) on Transitions related to the emerging student to new professional; mid-career transition from public to non-profit or the reverse, or to academic and transition to retirement.  Life is a series of transitions.  The panel of three scholarship winners and other SWPA leaders shared their experiences.  In summary, the issues to be addressed in the future are: how to get members more actively involved in mentoring/partnering; develop generational learning; encourage greater engagement from members and offer more roundtable discussions.  SWPA’s goal is to add value and to meet the needs of our membership.  Accolades were expressed to thank Jerri and her Co-chair, Suzanne Discenza for their excellent work and insight in bringing transitions to the forefront.  The PowerPoint used for the session will be available online.



VIII. Preview of 2008-2009 Priorities – Call for SWPA Member Discussion

Pat Shields, incoming Chair, summarized SWPA’s new priorities for the future - “transformation through relationship transitions”.  Anne Swafford, past ASPA President, called upon young people/new professors to run for Council.  She noted that every female president has come out of SWPA.  Enid Beaumont, past ASPA President encouraged members to be active, join as a student and stay.  Meredith Newman, ASPA Vice President-Elect, thanked Becky Schergens and the Board members for their accomplishments and expressed her appreciation for the support she has received from the SWPA membership. 

  Meeting Adjourned at 9:30 a.m. 
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